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THE BURLINGAME RATLWAY COMPANY 





In 1913 the "coming thing” was the battery- -powered streetcar and 
the San Francisco area had one “down the Peninsula" in the north- 
ern portion of Burlingame later known as Broadway. The little 
car connected with the Southern Pacific steam trains and United 
Railroads of San Francisco electric interurbans (40 line)and ran 
westward up to a hillside subdivision, Here the car is shown on 
one of its trial trips on the 12.76 grade on Hillside Drive. From 
reports that have come down to us loaded cars frequently did not 
make the grade. The one-car operation quit in 1917. 
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HISTORICAL LOCOMOTIVES i 


One of the features of the 1956 Los Angeles County Fair was an 
exhibit of six steam locomotives gathered together by the Southern 
California Chapter, Railway & Locomotive Historical Society, Inc., 
and the Department of Parks and Recreation of the County of Los 
Angeles and the Los Angeles County Fair Association. The locomotives 
on display were: 

UNITED STATES POTASH CO. #3, 2-8-0, narrow guage, built by Baldwin in 
1903 for the Morenci Southern RR. 

FRUIT GROWERS SUPPLY CO. #3, three-truck Climax geared locomotive built 
by Climax in 1909 for the Northern California Lumber Co, 

OUTER HARBOR TERMINAL RY #2, 0-6-0, built by Schenectady in 1887 as 
#40 of the Southern California RR, later Santa Fe Ry. 

ATCHINSON, TOPEKA & SANTA FE #3450, 4-6-4, built by Baldwin as a 4-6-2 
and rebuilt by the Santa Fe, 

SOUTHERN PACIFIC RAILROAD #5021, 4-10-2, built by American in 1925as 
a 3-cylinder compound. Last of its wheel arrangement in North America. 

UNION PACIFIC RAILROAD #9000, 4-12-2, built by American in 1926 as the 
largest non-articulated steam locomotive, Also a 3-cylinder compound, 
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TROLLEY CAR TREASURY by Frank Rowsome, Technical Editor Stephen D. 
Maguire, McGraw-Hill Book Co., New York $5.95 

A big book of over 200 large pages and over 300 photographs covering 

a century of American streetcars--cable cars, interurbans and trolleys. 
The fine text and wonderful photos are masterfully reproduced. Every 
juice fan will want this book, 





SHORT LINE JUNCTION by Jack R. Wagner, Academy Library Guild, Fresno, 

Cal., $4.75. Seven California and Nevada short- 
line railroads in a easy text for the average railfan. While the 
reproduction of the pictures leaves much to be desired, the book is 
well worth while and deserves to be on your Christmas list. 





SMALLER ELECTRIC RAILWAYS OF ILLINOIS Central Electric Railfans Ass'n, 
P.O. Box 503, Chicago 90, I11., 
$6.00. A picture history of the smaller electric railways of Illinois 

for trolley fans that want all the details. CERA has set some high 
standards for its publications and this one lives up to them, 





ARKANSAS VALLEY INTERURBAN by Malcolm D. Isely, INTERURBANS #19, Ira 
Swett, publisher, 1416 S. Westmoreland, 

Los Angeles, 6, Cal., $1.00. A fine 56 page book on the interurban 

that connected Hutchinson-Newton-Wichita, Kansas. Ira has put together 
a fine coverage in a most complete form. 





GREAT NORTHERN STEAM ENGINES is the feature of the "Summer" issue of 
PACIFIC RY JOURNAL quarterly, 2304 Mel- 
ville Dr., San Marino, Cal., $1.25. This reprint from Baldwin Locomot- 
ives is a worth while additiont o the library of any western railfan. 
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“= The Burlingame Railway 





The Burlingame Railway was a short, battery-powered, street rail- 
way in the Northerly portion of Burlingame, California, to serve a new 
subdivision known as Burlingame Hills. It was built in 1913 by Anse! 


M. Easton under a franchise from the City of Burlingame granted July 
24, 1911, to run from Easton Station Broadway Station) on the 
Southern Pacific at Buri Buri Avenue (now Broadway) along California 
Drive, Carmelita, Cabrillor and Hillside Drive to Alvarado Avenue. 
The last seven blooks of this route were on private right of way 
from Vancouver to Alvarado. 

The line was built by Mahoney Brothers, contractors, using 55-pound 
grooved rail, and a single battery-powered car was purchased from the 
Federal Storage Battery Campany. The car was a single truck affair 
seating 26 passengers, It was 27 feet, 6 inches over all and had four 
10 h.p. motors and 119 A-10-H traction cells of which five were used 
for lighting. It required a seven hour night charge plus a 3 hour: and 
forty-five minute boost during the day. 

The line was 8,850 feet long and had a grade of 5.2% for 250 feet 
followed by somewhat shorter lengths of 2.4% and 3.4% grades and then 
by 250 feet of 12.76 per-cent grade. The calculated speed of the car 
was 23 m.p.h. on the level and 5 m.p.h, on the maximum grade---as might 
be expected the calculations did not match-up with on-the-scene reports 
of operations, 

The initial trip over the line was made Saturday, February 22, 1913, 
with a half-hourly schedule proposed. The batteries were recharged 
from a cable from the power house a few feet from the beginning of the 
line. 

The line did not prosper as Mr. Easton's subdivsion sold slowly. 

The single employee, a Mr. Fisk, often found himself the only occupant 
of the car. Operations for 1915, 1916 and 1917 showed operating 
losses of $3,277.42, $3,376.25 and $4,509.34 respectively. As early 
as September of 1916 Mr. Easton applied for abandonment, but later 
withdrew the application. In 1917 he again applied and @n November 
19, 1917 the California Railroad Commission granted the abandonment 

on condition of replacement of service with a 15-passenger, 40-h.p., 
Studebaker bus. 


It is not known just what happened to the car, but the scar left 
by the removal of the tracks can still be seen on the streets. 





Editor’s Trainsheet ‘ ee 
® 
The two little characters at % 
the top are not unrelated to 
the story for the first is the 


historian looking back and in 
great wonderment asks why this 
line was ever built and the 
one on the right is the ever 
present promoter telling how 
public transportation will 
make the area grow. 

There were lots of promoters erie Sn 
ready in 1913 to persuade oth- 
er people to invest money in 
such projects as this....and 
in 1956 we still have "Rapid 
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right of way 
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El Camino Real (U.S. 101) 
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Transit" and "Monorail". se : 

Even the promoters of the ot san Francisco? » 
Burlingame Railway had some oe ited BR'S 
truth to their position for ° ba: 






$ asifornia Drive 
the area still supports a bus cenit 


operation by the San Mateo- 
Burlingame Transit, successor 
to the Burlingame Railway and 
the "15-passenger, 40-h.p. 
Studebaker bus". 
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Southern Pacific RR 


MAP OF THE BURLINGAME RAILWAY 
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DETAIL OF ROPE BRAKE AND TRUCKS 





SACRAMENTO ELECTRIC, GAS & RAILWAY 
SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA 
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THE STREET RAILWAYS OF SACRAMENTO 


A correction in the date of abandonment of streetcars by the 
Sacramento City Lines---January 4, 1947. 

John W. Dodge and some others recall the G street line which ran 
via K, 7th, G, 19th and H to McKinley Park which was abandoned some 
time around 1533, Some old maps show it running into the park which 
was a company-owned commercial park with rides and booths. It was 
later deeded to the city as a conventional city park. The G Street 
line was through-routed with the 7th and T line in later years as 
Line No. 1. 
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Sacramento Electric, Gas & Railway Company car 101 thought to be at 

Oak Park. This was one of the single truck cars built by Carter 

Brothers that were later rebuilt as double truck cars by the railway. 
From Collection of Ken Kidder 


— Se Ee. 


bees | 
Sacramento Electric, Gas & Railway Company car No. 9 with car No. 6 
in the background, The single truck open cars were used for the 
most part on the line down 10th Street to the baseball park. None 
are listed on the 1924 roster. Photo taken inside the 28th Street 
car barn, From Collection of Ken Bidder 
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SP WOULD PRUNE SOME PASSENGER RUNS 





Southern Pacific spelled out future plans for its passenger ser- 
vice--train by train--in recent testimony by C. W. Burkett, Jr., SP 
general attorney before the California Public Utilities Commission. 

It is SP policy to continue train service "which the public sup- 
ports and needs, even at a loss," Mr. Burkett pointed out. This in- 
cludes San Francisco commuter service and such trains as the "Coast 
Daylight", "San Joaquin Daylight", "Cascade", "City of San Francisco;' 
"Sunset Limited” and "Golden State.” 

The road plans to continue service on "less patronized trains 
wherever possible, through consolidation of service and seasonal ad- 
justments,” Mr. Burkett said. In line with this policy, SP has peti- 
tioned to consolidate the overnight San Francisco-Los Angeles “Lark” 
with the "Starlight". The consolidated train would provide both 
Pullman and coach service without lengthening the,Lark's present sch- 
edule, he said. Out-of-pocket passenger losses would be cut by nearly 
$1,000,000 annually by this move, 

Several other adjustments are also in the works. They include, 
rescheduling the "Shasta Daylight" from daily to tri-weekly during 
the winter months and consolidating Sacramento-San Francisco trains 
Nos. 226, 251, 248 and 247 with the through trains "City of San Fran- 

. ww vw . . w 
cisco and Overland Limited. 

"Outright discontinuation is planned for trains which have been 
virtually abandoned by the public,’ Mr. Burkett said." Railway Age 11/12/56 


WESTWOOD SOLD AT AUCTION The sawmill town of Westwood, Lassen County, 
which was once the headquarters of the Red 

River Lumber Company and later the Fruit Growers Supply Company, was 

sold piecemeal at auction starting October 31st. The sale included 

the remaining two steam locomotives and some 2,000 tons of rail “in 

assorted gauges”. 





SANTA FE "CENTENNIAL" A rail pageant was put on by the Santa Fe at 
Fresno on October 6 as part of the Fresno County 

Centennial reenacting the arrival of the first San Francisco & San 

Joaquin Valley Railroad train into Fresno on October 5, 1896 some 60 

years earlier, The diamond-stacked coal-burner "Cyrus K. Holliday”, 

an old 2-8-0 fixed up by the Santa Fe for historic occasions, pulled 

two old-time open end wooden coaches into the depot to portray a scene 

out of the last century. 





PORTLAND INTERURBAN PASSENGERS DROP With the end of service over 
the Hawthorne Bridge on Sept- 

ember 17, the Portland Traction's interurban runs to Oregon City 

and Bellrose saw a drop in passengers from 3400 to 2800 daily. Car 

4018 to Bellrose was the last car over the Hawthorne Bridge from 

the down-town terminal leaving at 12:40 a.m, on September 17th. To 

provide a shelter for passengers at S.E. First Avenue and Hawthorne 

transfer point a Rose City Transit trolley coach #442 has been park- 

ed as a temporary interurban station, 





P.G.E. RUNS R.D.C. ON NORTH VANCOUVER RUN The Pacific Great East- 

ern has placed its new 
Budd (RDC) cars in service on its new line between North Vancouver, 
B.C.and Squamish. From present reports regular trains still operate 
north of Squamish, but they are scheduled to be replaced by Budd cars 
on a new high-speed schedule, 





LARY CAR TO OREGON The Willamette Valley Electric Railway Ass'n 
has acquired Los Angeles Transit car 1318 and 
plans to move it north to their lay-out near Oregon City. It is a 
narrow gauge car built by St Louis in 1923 and originally operated 
MU in trains of two cars. 





RUMOR DEPARTMENT Sandhouse talk describes a SP and/or AT&SF new 
line between Mojave and Hesperia (near Summit on 
the AT&SF)to permit SP freights to bypass Los Angeles via Colton. 
The rumors then daydream about Santa Fe passenger service between 
Los Angeles and San Francisco replacing the San Joaquin Daylight. 
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SAN FRANCISCO MUNICIPAL RY Current developments include the impending 
abandonment of the B and C streetcar lines 

on Geary Street to make way for the Geary Expressway. The Board of 

Supervisors have appropriated two million dollars out of past bond funds 

for track removal. End of streetcar service is expected the evening 

of December 29, 1956. 


The recent election approved a charter amendment for a 40-hour week 
for transit employees as well as an amendment which will permit limited 
expenditures for capital improvements out of tax funds (without bond 
issue) for utilities operating at a loss. The muni management now 
expresses interest in PCC cars from Detroit and St Louis dispite pre- 
vious statements that used equipment could not be considered, 

The "Final" sale of surplus ex-Cal Cable cars was held on October 16 
with cars 1, 7, 12, 22, 38 and 60 sold to the highest bidders. 

Line car 0304 has been rebuilt at Elkton Shops and is now in service. 
The car now,has two cabs with a tower in between, Before becoming 
line car 0304 the car was for a time electric mail car "E". 





TRANSIT AUTHORITIES Two new transit authorities came into existance 

by vote of the people in California at the 
general election on November 6th. Alameda County and most of Contra 
Costa County voted to form an East Bay transit district to take over 
local transit (Key System) in the area. This is not intended to 
conflict with the Bay Area Rapid Transit but rather to supplement it. 
Likewise the City of Sacramento voted into existance a local transit 
authority to take over the Sacramento City Lines. 





SOUTH LAND REPORT The San Diego area is considering a transit 
authority. The eight San Diego PCC cars are 
still in storage there. The Pacific Electric PCC cars are also 
still stored in the subway. Route W of the Los Angeles Transit goes 
out on November 18th. No decision yet on Metro Coach's Bellflower 
line. - Ry Hist. Soc. of San Diego's “Dispatcher” 





REPORTS FROM THE REDWOOD EMPIRE The Arcata & Mad River (Simpson 
Redwood) has sold Shay No. 5 and 
2-6-2 No. 11 to the Leaner Co., Oakland, Cal., for scrap. The No. 
11 was formerly McCloud River Railroad No. 23. 

Pacific Lumber 35, 2-8-2, is again working the main line while 
37, 2-8-2T, has been fixed up for woods duty at Yager. Former Mt 
Tamalpais & Muir Woods 9, has been lettered Pacific Lumber 9 and 
is on display at Scotia, 

Hammond Lumber No. 17, 2-8-2T, stranded at The Gap by a fire in 
1945 and reported scrapped a few years ago, is still in existance 
and has been repainted and relettered! -- Ferroeqinologist 





SAN FRANCISCO FERRY NOTES 





A new 1000 h.p. diesel ferry, "Carquinez" 
went into service November 12 between 
Martinez and Benicia. It is an open deck affair holding 40 autos and 
50 passengers. It was build by the Pacific Coast Engineering at 
Alameda in record time to replace the Charles Van Damme which was 
condemned by the Coast Guard. During construction service was sus- 
pended. A bridge is planned for the area and reports are that the 
state already has a buyer for the vessel as and when, The steamer 
City of San Rafael which saw service on the run is now in San Diego 
slated for future use as a resturant. The former Petaluma & Santa 
Rosa freight boat Petaluma now a resturant at the foot of Broadway 

in Oakland caught fire and sunk, but plans are now underway to restore 
it. The Southern Pacific's Ferry Building-Oakland Pier service is 
now down to one-boat and the last walking beam-pattle wheel boat, the 
Eureka (ex-NWP) is slated for retirement though at the momemt it is 
THE boat in service. 


The boats of the Richmond-San Rafael Ferry are all out of service 


following opening of the new bridge, but no reports as to their sale 
have been made as yet. 
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